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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I am getting 

a bit tired of hearing some of my col-
leagues in the Democrat Party mislead 
the American people into thinking our 
economy is in poor shape. Here are the 
facts, plain and simple. 

Our economy has been growing for 17 
straight quarters. The National Asso-
ciation for Business Economics pre-
dicts the economy will grow at a 4.5 
percent rate in the first quarter of 2006. 
After inflation, disposable incomes in-
creased 2.2 percent in the last 12 
months. The Federal Reserve reported 
that the median net worth of U.S. 
households increased 1.5 percent be-
tween 2001 and 2004. January’s unem-
ployment rate fell to 4.7 percent, which 
is the lowest monthly rate since 2001 
and lower than the average of the 1970s, 
1980s and 1990s. There have been 29 con-
secutive months of job gains. 

Mr. Speaker, no amount of spin from 
the left can change the fact that our 
economy is growing stronger every day 
under Republican leadership. 

f 

RENEWAL OF U.S. PATRIOT ACT 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, reauthor-
izing the PATRIOT Act today is lit-
erally a matter of life or death because 
it is helping us to win the war on ter-
rorism. 

Since we passed the PATRIOT Act in 
2001, we have convicted 212 terrorists, 
and we have frozen $136 million in ter-
rorists’ assets. 

Reauthorizing the PATRIOT Act is 
purely a matter of common sense. Is it 
not common sense that we give law en-
forcement the same tools to go after 
terrorists as they now have to go after 
Mafia dons and drug dealers? Is it not 
common sense that we can now share 
data between the intelligence commu-
nity and the law enforcement commu-
nity? Is it not common sense that we 
track deadly terrorists, even though 
they cross jurisdictional lines or 
switch cell phones? 

I am pleased that the Senate recently 
voted 89–10 to reauthorize the PA-
TRIOT Act. This legislation provides 30 
new civil liberty safeguards and 
strengthens our port security by pro-
viding law enforcement authorities 
with new authority to secure our ports. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on the PATRIOT Act. 

f 

TALIBAN AT YALE 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the leftward 
drift of American higher education has 
been well documented. On the modern- 
day campus, nothing is too extreme 
and all ideas and political philosophies 
are declared equal in the name of toler-
ance, often producing ridiculous re-
sults. 

The most recent example comes from 
Yale University. In the name of toler-
ance and diversity, administrators 
there have enrolled a member of one of 
the most radically intolerant and non-
diverse groups in recent history, the 
Taliban. 

A few years ago, Sayed Rahmatullah 
Hashemi was a spokesman for Afghani-
stan’s Taliban regime, the same regime 
that provided safe haven for the 9/11 
terrorists and brutally oppressed 
women and nonMuslims. Today, he is 
in the Ivy League, a student at Yale. 

Rahmatullah said it best himself: ‘‘I 
could have ended up at Guantanamo 
Bay. Instead, I ended up at Yale.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we have come to a point 
where elite universities like Yale will 
tolerate the Taliban on their campus 
but will not tolerate the ROTC, polit-
ical correctness in the extreme. 

f 

ECONOMY AND FISCAL RESTRAINT 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 
there are some days that it probably is 
a little depressing to be a mainstream 
media reporter. 

In their world, our economy is sink-
ing and the war on terrorism is abso-
lutely hopeless. 

Thankfully, in the real world, Ameri-
cans know that we have drastically im-
pacted al Qaeda’s ability to attack us, 
and our economy is booming. Yes, it is 
booming. 

We are expecting growth this quarter 
somewhere around 4 percent or more, 
and that means jobs. We have created 
almost 5 million new jobs and had 3 
years of strong, solid economic growth. 

When you compare our economy to 
Europe, to most nations, we are in an 
amazing era. Unemployment is below 5 
percent. That is outstanding, and it is 
a shame that the mainstream reporters 
just cannot get the story right. 

Our tax policies reduced the burden 
of taxation on Americans, and they 
have responded as they always do, by 
creating new jobs. 

f 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 
(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Women’s History 
Month. 

As we remember the great women of 
past generations, we must also salute 
those women who are serving as role 
models and leaders today. 

One such woman is Tammy Cohen of 
Marietta, Georgia, my district. Tammy 
is cofounder and president of InfoMart, 
and under her guidance, InfoMart has 
grown from a small startup business to 
the largest female-owned background 
checking company in the world. 

Mr. Speaker, Tammy’s success as a 
female entrepreneur is inspiring, and 

while she is deeply respected for her 
business know-how, she is equally 
praised for her compassion and willing-
ness to help. 

When Hurricane Katrina struck the 
gulf coast last year, Tammy led a 
group of InfoMart employees who 
rented vans, gathered supplies and 
drove to New Orleans to rescue 15 chil-
dren and 20 caretakers from a boys’ 
home in Louisiana. Tammy then 
worked with community groups and 
local businesses in Marietta to house, 
feed and clothe these hurricane vic-
tims. 

Mr. Speaker, during Women’s History 
Month, it is important to honor those 
women who are making a difference in 
the lives of others. Tammy Cohen is 
undoubtedly one of these women. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
celebrating her accomplishments. 

f 

SUPREME COURT DELIVERS A VIC-
TORY FOR NATIONAL SECURITY 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as a member of the Armed 
Services Committee and a father of 
three sons serving in the military, I 
frequently have an opportunity to 
meet with the dynamic young men and 
women of the U.S. military. I am al-
ways encouraged to hear them describe 
their pride as Americans and their 
strong sense of duty to their country. 
After witnessing the horrific attacks of 
September 11, these young people un-
derstand that their generation will pro-
tect our freedoms in the future. 

Yesterday, the Supreme Court ruled 
unanimously to ensure that men and 
women at colleges and universities will 
continue to have an opportunity to 
learn about serving in the United 
States military. America’s Armed 
Forces have created the broadest 
spread of freedom in the history of the 
world, which protects American fami-
lies. By allowing military recruiters to 
visit college campuses, the Court has 
ensured that the United States will re-
main the best military in the world. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

REAUTHORIZING OF PATRIOT ACT 
(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, today the 
Congress will send to the President of 
the United States the reauthorization 
of the PATRIOT Act. Chairman JIM 
SENSENBRENNER and other members of 
the Judiciary Committee and the con-
ference committee are to be com-
mended for their effort in putting to-
gether a bill that balances the liberty 
and security interests of the American 
people. 

This is an issue that is not just theo-
retical for me, Mr. Speaker. I not only 
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